
 

ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

PERSONAL DATA QUESTIONNAIRE 

FOR LAWYER APPLICANTS  

 

I am seeking a rating for the following court: 

 

[ x]  Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas 

[ ]  Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court 

[ ]  Pennsylvania Superior Court 

[ ]  Pennsylvania Supreme Court 

[ ]  United States District Court for Western District of Pennsylvania 

[ ]  United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit 

 
 

1. State your full name: 
 

Richard Thomas Ernsberger 
 

Have you ever been known by any other name?  If so, please list. 
 

I have not been known by another name. 
 

2. Office address (include zip code): 
 

355 Fifth Avenue 12th Floor 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

 
Office telephone (include area code): 

 
412 391 2515 

 
Name of law firm, if associated: 

 
Behrend & Ernsberger, P.C. 

 
3. Date and place of birth: 

 
a. July 1, 1979 
b. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

 
4. Are you a naturalized citizen? If  so, give date and place of naturalization: 

 
No. 

 
5. Family status: 

a) Are you married?  If so, state the date of marriage and your spouse's 



 

full name, including maiden name, if applicable: 
 

I am unmarried. 
 

b) Have you been divorced?  If so, state the date, the number of the case 
and the court: 

 
I have never been divorced. 

 
6. Have you had any military service?  If so, 

a) Give dates, branch of service, rank of rate, and present status: 
 

I have not served in the military. 
 

b) Have you ever been rejected or released from any of the armed 
services for reasons other than honorable?  If so, give details: 

 
No. 

 

7. List each college and law school you attended, including dates of attendance, and 
the degrees awarded and, if you left any institution without receiving a degree, the 
reason for leaving. List scholastic honors: 

 
1. The George Washington University 
 Bachelor of Science, Economics, 2002 
 August 1998 through August 2002 
  
2. University of Vienna  
 Study Abroad, German language courses 
 June through August 1999 
  
3. Harvard University 
 Summer courses in economics 
 June through August 2000 
 
4. Georgetown University 
 Summer courses in mathematics 
 July through August 2002  
 
5.  Ohio Northern University, Pettit College of Law 

Juris doctorate, 2007 
August 2004 through May 2007 
Best Brief Team Award, Phillip Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition 
Student Extern, Securities & Exchange Commission, Division of Corporate Finance 
Order of Barristers 
Inns of Court 



 

  
6. Catholic University School of Law 
 Visiting Student 
 January 2007 through May 2007 

 
 

8. List all jurisdictions in which you have applied to take a bar examination, have 
applied for admission or have been admitted to practice. Include dates of 
admissions and if not admitted, give application dates and explain the outcome. 

 
1. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
 Date of Admission: December 6, 2007 
  
2. Western District Court of Pennsylvania 
 Date of Admission: December 13, 2007 
  
3. United States Court of International Claims 
 Date of Admission: July of 2018 
  
4. United States Supreme Court 
 Date of Admission: June 13, 2013 
  
5.  United States Court of International Trade 
 Date of Admission: October of 2018 

 
 
9. Describe chronologically your law practice and experience after your 

graduation from law school, including: 
 

a) Whether you served as clerk to a judge and, if so, the name of the 
judge, the court, and the dates of the period you were a clerk: 

b) Whether you practiced alone and, if so, the addresses and the dates: 
c) The dates, names and addresses of law firms or offices, companies or 

governmental agencies with which you have been connected and the 
nature of your connection with each: 

d) Any other relevant particulars: 
 

In October 2008, after serving as a Pennsylvania Supreme Court law clerk for former 
Justice McCaffery from January through September 2008, I began the practice of law at 
Behrend & Ernsberger, P.C., 355 Fifth Avenue, 12th Floor, Pittsburgh, PA 15222.  I have 
represented clients in state and federal court in a wide variety of civil cases, including 
matters relating to federal false claims, employment discrimination, intellectual property, 
real estate disputes, and consumer protection matters.  I also worked as an Attorney 
Advisor for the Small Business Administration’s Office of Disaster Assistance, 409 3rd 
Street, S.W. Suite 6050, Washington, DC 20416, from October 2020 through January 15, 
2021.  I presently work at Behrend & Ernsberger, and have never practiced law alone.   

 
10. With respect to your practice: 



 

a) What has been the general character of your practice, dividing it into 
periods with dates if its character has changed over the years? 

 
I have generally represented plaintiffs my entire career in state and federal court in a wide 
variety of civil cases, including matters relating to federal false claims, employment 
discrimination, civil rights, intellectual property, real estate disputes, and consumer 
protection matters.  The majority of my cases involve consumer protection and real estate 
matters.  With the exception of my government contract work for the Small Business 
Administration from October 2020 to January 15, 2021, the general nature of my practice 
has not changed since I started at Behrend & Ernsberger in 2008.   

 
 

b) Describe your typical clients and mention the areas, if any, in which you 
have concentrated your practice: 

 
My typical client is an individual needing to file a lawsuit to protect their rights after a 
consumer protection violation, real estate dispute, or discrimination in the workplace.  My 
practice focuses on consumer protection and real estate matters. 

 
 
11. With respect to the last five years: 

a) Did you appear in court regularly, occasionally, or not at all?  If the 
frequency of your appearances in court has varied during this period, 
describe each such variance, giving the dates thereof: 

 
I appear in court occasionally, on average around two times a month, whether in person, 
by phone, or by videoconference. The frequency of my appearances has not varied. 

 
b) What percentage of these appearances was in: 

1. Federal courts: 35 % 
 

2. State courts of record: 55 % 
 

3. Other courts: 10% administrative agencies 
 
 

c) What percentage of your litigation was: 
1. Civil: 100 % 

 
2. Criminal: 0 % 

 
 

d) State the number of cases in courts of record you tried to verdict or 
judgment (rather than settled), indicating whether you were sole counsel, 
chief counsel or associate counsel: 

 
I have been chief counsel in approximately four cases that were tried to verdict or 
judgment on residential breach of contract matters.  I have been associate counsel in 
approximately five cases that were tried to verdict or judgment on matters ranging from 



 

consumer protection, to patent infringement, to whistleblower actions. 
 

e) What percentage of these trials were: 
1. Jury: 50 % 

 
2. Non-jury: 50 %  

 

12. Summarize your experience in court prior to the last five years, indicating 
as to that period: 

a) Whether your appearances in court were more or less frequent: 
 

Prior to the last five years, I largely appeared in court with the same frequency as I have in 
the last five years.  

 
 

b) Any significant changes in the percentages stated in your answers to 
question 1l(b), (c) and (e): 

 
There has not been a significant change in the percentages of appearances. 

 
 

c) Any significant changes in the number of cases per year in courts of 
record you tried to verdict or judgment (rather than settled), as sole 
counsel, chief counsel or associate counsel. 

 
There has not been a significant change in the number of cases per year tried to verdict or 
judgment. 

 
 

13. Describe five of the most significant litigated matters which you personally 
handled and give the citations thereto, if the cases were reported. Give a 
capsule summary of the substance of each case and a succinct statement of 
what you believe to be the particular significance of the case. Identify the party 
or parties whom you represented and describe in detail the nature of your 
participation in the litigation and the final disposition of the case. Also state as 
to each case a) the dates of the trial periods; b) the name of the court and the 
judge before whom the case was tried; and c) the individual name, address and 
telephone numbers of co-counsel for each of the other parties; 

 
Selley v. Authorhouse, 2:14-cv-00755 
Capsule Summary: In Selley, I represented an author in a copyright infringement suit over 
the sale of electronic books by the publisher. The case is significant because it involved 
the rights of an author to bring suit over willful misconduct.  
 
a) Litigated in 2013 through 2016, and resolved in a private settlement 
b) United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania, the Honorable 

Judge Cathy Bissoon  
c) Craig E. Pinkus 



 

Bose McKinney & Evans LLP 
111 Monument Circle 
Suite 2700 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
CPinkus@boselaw.com  
Tel. (317) 684 5358 Fax. (317) 223-0358  

  
Pospisil v. Helzlsouer, et al., GD-14-003756  
Capsule Summary: In Pospisil, I represented a plaintiff in a suit against an attorney that 
enticed his client, my plaintiff, into investing in a real estate development scheme.  This 
case is significant because I was able to recover a substantial amount of the money 
purportedly “invested” by my client. 
 
a) Litigated in 2014 through 2016, and resolved in a private settlement 
b) Common Pleas Court of Allegheny County, not assigned to a specific judge  
c) William Helzlsour  

302 Euclid Avenue  
Dravosburg, PA 15122 
(412) 469-1992 

  
Reyes v. Dominion Energy, Case No. 2:15-cv-01329   
Capsule Summary: In Reyes, my client alleged that the defendant failed to restore the 
client’s land after the expansion of a natural gas pipeline. This case is significant because 
it involved allegations of the creation of a leach bed without obtaining the necessary 
permits. 
 
a) Litigated in 2015 through 2016, and resolved in a private settlement 
b) United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania, the Honorable 

Judge Terrence F. McVerry, and the Honorable Magistrate Judge Lisa Pupo Lenihan 
c) Victoria Bechtold Kush 

Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC 
501 Grant Street 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 
412 562 8800 

  
Beaver County Corporation for Economic Development v. Beaver, No. 10750 of 2013 
Capsule Summary: In Beaver, I represented the defendant in a suit over boundary lines. 
This case is significant because my client was sued over a boundary line dispute, and I 
was able to work out a reasonable settlement. 
 
a) Litigated in 2013 through 2016, and resolved in a private settlement 
b) Beaver County Court of Common Pleas, the Honorable Judge Deborah A. Kunselman 
c) Nick Francalancia 

Attorney at Law 
255 College Avenue 
Beaver, Pennsylvania 15009 
(724) 775-7070 

 



 

Maloney v. Westmoreland County et al., 
Capsule Summary: In Maloney, I represented the homeowner after her house was 
damaged following a municipal water line explosion. My client purchased the property 
from Habitat for Humanity. The case is significant because both the homeowner’s 
insurance and municipality were denying responsibility for the pipeline rupture.  
 
a) Litigated in 2017 through 2019, and resolved in a private settlement 
b) Westmoreland County Court of Common Pleas, the Honorable Judge Rita Donovan 

Hathaway 
c) Anthony Vigilente 

507 10th St  
New Kensington, Pennsylvania 15068 
John Berry 
1300 Six PPG Place 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222 
 

 
14.  If a substantial period of your practice has been before administrative 

boards, commissions or agencies during the past five years, identify the 
boards, commissions or agencies before which you have practiced and estimate 
percentages of practice time devoted thereto: 
 

Approximately 10% of my practice is before the Social Security Administration, the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, and the Office of Unemployment 
Compensation. 
 
 

15. If a substantial portion of your practice has been before Appellate courts 
during the past five years, identify the Appellate Courts before which you have 
practiced and estimate percentages of practice time devoted thereto: 

 
I have not had substantial practice before the appellate courts. 

 
 

16. a) Have you ever held judicial office?  If so, give dates and details, including the 
courts involved, whether elected or appointed, periods of services, and a 
description of the jurisdiction of each of such courts with any limitations upon 
the jurisdiction of each court: 

 
I have never held judicial office. 

 
 

b) Have you ever held public office other than judicial office? If so, give 
details, including the office involved, whether elected or appointed, and the 
length of your service, giving details: 

 
I have never held public office. 



 

 
 

17. Have you ever been an unsuccessful candidate for elective, judicial, or other 
public office?  If so, give details, including dates: 

 
I was an unsuccessful candidate for the Pennsylvania Democratic State Committee in 
2018. The dates of my campaign were January through May 2018.    

 

18. Have you ever been engaged in any occupation, business or profession other 
than the practice of law or the holding of judicial or other public office? If 
so, give details, including dates: 

After graduating with a Bachelor of Science in Economics from The George 
Washington University, I worked for the Federal Reserve Board in Washington D.C. 
from August 2002 through August 2004.  I worked in public affairs and would assist 
senior staff with media and press inquiries.  

 

19. Are you now an officer or director or otherwise engaged in the 
management of any business enterprise? 

a) If so, give details, including the name of your enterprise, the nature of 
the business, the title or other description of your position, the nature 
of your duties and the term of your service. 

 
I am not an officer or director or engaged in the management of any business enterprise. 

 

b) Is it your intention to resign such positions and withdraw from any 
participation in the management of any such enterprises if you are 
elected and confirmed? If not, give reasons: 

 
N/A. 

 

20. Have you ever been convicted of violating any federal law or regulation, state 
law or regulation, or county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, 
give details. Do not include summary traffic offenses: 

 
I have never been convicted of violating any federal law or regulation, state law or 
regulation, or county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance. 

 

21. Are you under any ongoing federal, state or local investigation or indictment 
for possible violation of a criminal statute? If so, give particulars: 

 
I am not under any ongoing federal, state or local investigation or indictment for possible 
violation of a criminal statute. 

 



 

22. Has a tax lien or other collection procedure been instituted against you by 
federal, state or local authorities? If so, give particulars: 

I have never had a tax lien or other collection procedure instituted against me by federal, 
state, or local authorities. 

 

23. Have you ever been sued by a client? If so, give particulars: 
 

I have never been sued by a client. 
 

24. Have you ever been a party or otherwise involved in any other legal 
proceedings?  If so, give the particulars.  Do not list proceedings in which you 
were merely a guardian ad litem or stakeholder.  Include all legal proceedings 
in which you were a party in interest, a material witness, were named as co-
conspirator or a co-respondent and any grand jury investigation in which you 
figured as a subject or in which you appeared as a witness: 

 
I was a hit by a car in 1998 and brought suit against the driver of the vehicle. The case 
settled without going to trial. 

 

25. Have you ever been disciplined or cited for a breach of ethics or unprofessional 
conduct by, or been the subject of a complaint to, any court, administrative 
agency, bar association, disciplinary committee, or other professional group?   
If so, give the particulars: 

 
I have never been disciplined or cited for a breach of ethics or unprofessional conduct by, 
or been the subject of a complaint to, any court, administrative agency, bar association, 
disciplinary committee, or other professional group. 

 

26. Currently or within the past five (5) years have you suffered from any medical or 
other condition which could affect or impair your judgment, reliability, or ability 
to perform the essential functions of the judicial position you are seeking?  If so, 
describe.   

 
I do not currently suffer from, nor have I within the past five years suffered from, any 
medical or other condition which could affect or impair my judgment, reliability, or ability 
to perform the essential functions of the judicial position. 

 

27. Do any circumstances exist that would affect your ability to perform the 
function of the position you seek or fulfill the term of office?  If so, please 
explain. 

There are no circumstances that exist that would affect my ability to perform the 
functions of the judicial office I seek. 

 



 

28. Furnish one (1) example of a legal article, law review article, brief, or other 
legal writing which reflects your personal work.  If a brief is submitted, 
indicate the degree to which it represents your personal work: 

 
Attached is the plaintiff’s response to the defendant’s motion to dismiss in Selley v. 
Authorhouse. The brief is entirely my work. 

 
 

29. List all bar associations and professional societies of which you are a member 
and give the titles and dates of any offices which you have held in such groups.  
List chairmanships of any committees in bar associations and professional 
societies and memberships on any committees which you believe to be of 
particular significance (e.g., judicial selection committee, disciplinary 
committee, grievance committee). 

 
1.  Allegheny County Bar Association 
 Chair, Arts and Law Committee, 2018 to present 
 Member, Sole and Small Firm Practitioners Section 
 Member, Corporate Banking and Business Law Section 
 
2. Pennsylvania Bar Association 
 Member, Intellectual Property Law Group 
 Member, Cybersecurity and Data Privacy Committee Group 
 
3. Member, Allegheny County Bar Foundation 

 

30. List your experiences in teaching and lecturing, including law school, 
continuing legal education and to non-legal audiences. 

 
1. Ethics Presenter, National Business Institute, “Insurance Bad Faith Basics,” January 

25, 2021, Continuing Legal Education. 
 

2. Presenter, National Business Institute, “Bad Faith Insurance Claims in Pennsylvania,” 
December 6, 2019, Continuing Legal Education. 

 

31. List all organizations other than bar associations, professional associations or 
societies of which you are or have been a member, including civic, charitable, 
religious, educational, social and fraternal organizations: 

1. Member, Former Chair, and Winner of 2019 Bronze Leadership Award,   
  Junior Achievement Young Professionals Board 

2. Member, Shadyside Presbyterian Church  

3. Member, Pittsburgh Symphony New Leadership Council     

4. Board Member at Large, George Washington University Alumni Association 



 

5. Member, Teutonia Männerchor  

6. Member, South Side Chamber of Commerce 

7. Member and Former Secretary, Young Democrats of Allegheny County 

8. Member, Rivers Club 

 

32. List any honors, prizes, awards or other forms of recognition which you have 
received (including any indication of academic distinction in college or law 
school) other than those mentioned in answers to the foregoing questions. 

 
1.  2019 Bronze Leadership Award, Junior Achievement  
2. 2019 Fellow, Allegheny County Bar Association Foundation   
3. 2017 Rising Star, Pennsylvania Super Lawyer Magazine 

            
 

33. State any other information which may reflect positively or adversely on you or 
which you believe should be disclosed in connection with consideration of you 
for an election to a Court of Pennsylvania. 

 
My longstanding community engagement and dedication to serving individuals needing 
equal access to our justice system to enforce their legal rights reflects positively in 
connection with consideration for my election to the Court of Common Pleas of 
Allegheny County.  As detailed above, I have been an active member of my community 
since returning to Pittsburgh after law school.  In particular, outside of the law, I have 
volunteered to tutor at Kelly Elementary in Wilkinsburg, I have regularly worked to raise 
money for non-profits in our city, including Junior Achievement, the Crohn’s & Colitis 
Foundation, The Children’s Trust at the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, and the 
Pittsburgh Symphony.  I also have participated in various community assistance 
initiatives, including as a volunteer at the East End Cooperative Ministry.  These 
experiences, in combination with my professional litigation work detailed above, 
demonstrate that I have the well-rounded foundation necessary to serve as a fair and 
impartial trial court judge in the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County. 

 

34. Why do you wish to become a Justice or Judge?  What special strengths do you 
feel you possess that would particularly well qualify you for the position of 
Justice or Judge? 

 
I am running for Common Pleas Court Judge because it is my firm belief that every 
individual who comes before the courts should have equal access to our justice system 
without regard to race, gender, sexual orientation, or any other characteristic. Everyone 
should be afforded the opportunity to stand before a judge who is impartial and fair. I 
promise to serve the community with humility, fairness, and impartiality.  
 
I have been practicing law for 13 years. I have represented a wide variety of clients in 
consumer protection lawsuits; estates, wills, and trusts matters; and copyright litigation. I 
also have worked for the federal government and, through the Small Business 



 

Administration Office of Disaster Assistance, recently reviewed mortgage applications for 
small businesses and individuals impacted by the pandemic and natural disasters across 
our country.  
 
Community engagement is very important to me. I volunteer for Junior Achievement 
which awarded me their 2019 Bronze Leadership Award, I have tutored the Junior 
Achievement curriculum at Kelly Elementary in Wilkinsburg, and I have participated in 
the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation’s Team Challenge fundraising initiative. I also have 
provided pro bono legal representation to defend student loan borrowers who defaulted on 
their loans.  
 
Every individual who comes before the court deserves to be treated with courtesy, dignity, 
and respect, whether they are before the court for a criminal matter, a divorce, a business 
dispute, a personal injury, or any other legal matter. My professional, personal, and 
community engagement experience uniquely qualify me for Allegheny County Court of 
Common Pleas Judge, and I am excited for the opportunity to serve my community in this 
new position. 

 

35. Did you sign the ACBA Judicial Campaign Advertising Guidelines Pledge? 
(Please return signed pledge with completed questionnaire.) 

Yes, I signed the ACBA Judicial Campaign Advertising Guidelines Pledge.



 
 

 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 
 

The undersigned certifies that all of the statements made in this questionnaire are true, 
complete and correct to the best of his/her knowledge and belief and are made in good 
faith. 

 
 
 
 
 
          Richard Thomas Ernsberger  

Type or print name 
 

         /s/ Richard T. Ernsberger  
 

Signature 
 
  January 26, 2021  

Date 



 
 
 
 
 

ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
 
 

JUDICIAL CANDIDATE PLEDGE 
 
 
 
 
 

I, Richard Thomas Ernsberger, a candidate for judicial office, have 
familiarized myself with the Code of Judicial Conduct and the Code of 
Civility, as promulgated by the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.  I have 
directed special attention to Canon 4 of the Code of Judicial Conduct, 
including Rules 4.1, 4.2 and 4.4.  I agree to conduct my judicial 
campaign consistent therewith and further consistent with Republican 
Party of Minnesota v. White, 536 U.S. (2002).  I further pledge that all 
campaign advertising will be done fairly, accurately, truthfully, and will 
maintain the dignity appropriate to the judicial office which I am 
seeking.  
 
Amended 11/18/2014 
 
 
 
 
      /s/ Richard T. Ernsberger   
         Signature of Candidate 
 
 
      January 26, 2021    
                       Date 
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