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ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

PERSONAL DATA QUESTIONNAIRE 

FOR LAWYER APPLICANTS  

 

I am seeking a rating for the following court: 

 

[X]  Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas 

[ ]  Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court 

[ ]  Pennsylvania Superior Court 

[ ]  Pennsylvania Supreme Court 

[ ]  United States District Court for Western District of Pennsylvania 

[ ]  United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit 

 

 
1. State your full name: Matthew Robert Rogers 

 

 
Have you ever been known by any other name?  If so, please list. 

 No. 

 
2. Office address (include zip code): 

Raphael, Ramsden & Behers, P.C. 

1200 Frick Building 

437 Grant Street 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

 
Office telephone (include area code): 

 (412) 471-8822 

 
Name of law firm, if associated: 

 Raphael, Ramsden, & Behers, P.C. 

 
3. Date and place of birth: 

May 20, 1983 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

 
4. Are you a naturalized citizen? If  so, give date and place of naturalization: 

No. 

 
5. Family status: 

a) Are you married?  If so, state the date of marriage and your spouse's full name, 

including maiden name, if applicable: 

Married, March 16, 2013.  Spouse: Monica Lynn Ruane Rogers (Ruane) 

 
b) Have you been divorced?  If so, state the date, the number of the case and the 

court: 

No. 
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6. Have you had any military service?  If so, 

a) Give dates, branch of service, rank of rate, and present status: 
No.  

 

 
b) Have you ever been rejected or released from any of the armed services for 

reasons other than honorable?  If so, give details: 

Not Applicable. 

 

7. List each college and law school you attended, including dates of attendance, and the 

degrees awarded and, if you left any institution without receiving a degree, the reason 

for leaving. List scholastic honors: 

 

University of Mary Washington August 2001 – June 2005 Bachelor of Arts 

Class President:  2002/2003, 2003/2004 

Class Council President: 2004/2005 

Varsity Men’s Tennis 2001-2005,  Team Captain 2005 

 

 Duquesne University School of Law    August 2005 – June 2008     Juris Doctor 

 Most Outstanding Clinical Student Award 

 Pro Bono Legal Service Award 

 

 

8. List all jurisdictions in which you have applied to take a bar examination, have 

applied for admission or have been admitted to practice. Include dates of admissions 

and if not admitted, give application dates and explain the outcome. 

 

Pennsylvania. Admitted:  October 12, 2008 

 

 

9. Describe chronologically your law practice and experience after your graduation 

from law school, including: 

 
a) Whether you served as clerk to a judge and, if so, the name of the judge, 

the court, and the dates of the period you were a clerk: 

 

Following graduation from law school, I clerked for the Honorable John F. 

DiSalle in the Court of Common Pleas of Washington County.  

August 2009 – May 2012 

 

 

b) Whether you practiced alone and, if so, the addresses and the dates: 

 

I was never a solo practitioner. 

 

 

c) The dates, names and addresses of law firms or offices, companies or 

governmental agencies with which you have been connected and the nature 

of your connection with each: 
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 Attorney, Raphael, Ramsden & Behers, P.C.  

 Frick Building 

 437 Grant Street, Suite 1200 

 Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

September. 2014 – present  

 

Associate Attorney, Gusty A.E. Sunseri & Associates, P.C. Pittsburgh, PA  

1290 Freeport Road 

Pittsburgh, PA 15238 

May, 2012– September, 2014  

  

Law Clerk, for the Honorable John F. DiSalle Washington, PA  

1 South Main Street 

Washington, PA 15301 

August, 2009 – September, 2014 

 

Associate Attorney, Iwanyshyn and Associates Pittsburgh, PA  

2100 Legendary Lane 

Allison Park, PA 15101 

February, 2009 – July, 2009  

 

Document Review Attorney, The Duggan Rhodes Group Pittsburgh, PA  

310 Grant Street #2300 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

February, 2009 – July, 2009  

 

Document Review Attorney, Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP Wheeling, WV  

2121 Main Street 

Wheeling, WV 26003 

August, 2008 – Jan., 2009  

 

d) Any other relevant particulars: 

 

 

10. With respect to your practice: 

a) What has been the general character of your practice, dividing it into periods 

with dates if its character has changed over the years? 

 

The character of my practice has been primarily in the area of family law.  

Following my time serving the Washington County Court of Common Pleas as a 

Law Clerk, I transitioned into private practice in the small general practice of 

Gusty A.E. Sunseri & Associates. While there from May of 2012 until September 

of 2014, my practice consisted of approximately 50% family law work and 50% 

civil, minor criminal, and estate planning work.  Beginning on September 15, 

2014 and through the present day, I have been employed by Raphael, Ramsden 

& Behers.  My practice since my start date has been approximately 95% family 

law and 5% estate planning and administration.  
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b) Describe your typical clients and mention the areas, if any, in which you 

have concentrated your practice: 

 

My typical client is one seeking help in navigating his or her divorce, custody, or 

child/spousal support action.  These clients come from all walks of life as family 

law matters apply to individuals of every demographic.  Depending on the 

circumstances, I have represented individuals in complicated equitable 

distribution matters who possess multi-million-dollar marital estates and those 

with few assets to divide upon divorce.  Similarly, no economic or ethnic group is 

immune from child custody disputes and as a result, I have represented varying 

levels of means in these matters.  

 

 

11. With respect to the last five years: 

a) Did you appear in court regularly, occasionally, or not at all?  If the frequency 

of your appearances in court has varied during this period, describe each 

such variance, giving the dates thereof: 

 

Yes.  The nature of my area of practice is inherently litigious.  During the past 

five years, I have been with my current firm continuously and have litigated 

child custody, equitable distribution, and child/spousal support matters 

regularly.  Further, the motions practice in the family division is particularly 

active necessitating frequent appearances before the court to resolve such 

matters. 

 

b) What percentage of these appearances was in: 

1. Federal courts:  None. 

 

2. State courts of record: Nearly all 

 

3. Other courts:  Occasional appearances in Magisterial District Court 

 

 

c) What percentage of your litigation was: 

1. Civil:  100% 

 

2. Criminal:  0% 

 

 

d) State the number of cases in courts of record you tried to verdict or judgment 

(rather than settled), indicating whether you were sole counsel, chief counsel 

or associate counsel: 

 

During my tenure as a practicing attorney, I have tried more than one hundred 

cases before Judges, Hearing Officers, Masters in Allegheny and the surrounding 

counties. I tried most of these as sole counsel, and served as associate counsel on a 

limited matters in which a partner or associate required assistance due to the 

complexity of the matter or volume of documents, exhibits, or witnesses.  
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e) What percentage of these trials were: 

1. Jury:  0% 

 

2. Non-jury:  100% 
 

12. Summarize your experience in court prior to the last five years, indicating as to that 

period: 

a) Whether your appearances in court were more or less frequent: 
 

I would characterize my court appearances in prior years as marginally less 

frequent.  Prior to joining my current firm nearly 7 years ago, I practiced with a 

general practitioner.  Although my caseload was approximately 50% family law and 

50% “everything else” the family law and criminal matters still necessitated regular 

court appearances. However, the civil litigation matters, estate planning, and our 

representation of a variety of small businesses were primarily handled outside the 

courtroom. 

 
b) Any significant changes in the percentages stated in your answers to 

question 1l (b), (c) and (e): 

 

11(b) No change. 

 

11(c) During this timeframe, I had a small number of criminal cases, representing  

5-10% of my practice. 

 

11(e) No change. 
 

 
c) Any significant changes in the number of cases per year in courts of record you 

tried to verdict or judgment (rather than settled), as sole counsel, chief counsel or 

associate counsel. 

 

Again, the number of cases tried was likely marginally lower owing to the difference 

in the nature of the practice areas offered by the general practice.  However, because 

the primary focus of my practice was family law, many matters proceeded through 

litigation. 
 

 
13. Describe five of the most significant litigated matters which you personally handled 

and give the citations thereto, if the cases were reported. Give a capsule summary of 

the substance of each case and a succinct statement of what you believe to be the 

particular significance of the case. Identify the party or parties whom you represented 

and describe in detail the nature of your participation in the litigation and the final 

disposition of the case. Also state as to each case a) the dates of the trial periods; b) the 

name of the court and the judge before whom the case was tried; and c) the individual 

name, address and telephone numbers of co-counsel for each of the other parties; 

 

 

Seibert v. Seibert 
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This matter was an equitable distribution trial in the Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas 

before Master Chester Beattie between February 29, 2016 and March 2, 2019.  In this matter, 

another attorney in the firm and I represented Husband, who was a one-third owner of a family-

owned corporation.  Although the value of most marital assets and liabilities were relatively 

easily calculated, the value of Husband’s interest in the company was hotly contested by the 

parties.  Because the marriage was long, the issue of the increase in value of Husband’s share of 

the entity was difficult to calculate. Therefore, each side obtained extensive business valuations 

in advance of litigation.  When the respective valuations were more than 1.2 million dollars 

apart, it became clear litigation was necessary.   

 

In advance of trial, co-counsel and I worked with the business valuator to analyze both reports 

and craft cross examination questions.  At trial, both experts testified at length as to their 

valuation methods and justified their respective values. At the conclusion of litigation, the Master 

valued the business between the two experts’ respective numbers.  This case is an unfortunate 

example of two parties with competing information becoming fixated on “winning.”  Here, 

Husband became enamored with the idea that his share of the business was worth very little and 

Wife presumably viewed the case as an opportunity at a large payday.  In the end, the value 

attributed to the business interest by the Master was close to the figures counsel and the experts 

reached in settlement negotiations.  After those negotiations broke down, the only losers were the 

clients who each undoubtedly spent tens of thousands of dollars for litigation preparation, expert 

witnesses, and trial.  

 

Opposing Counsel: 

Dawn Gull, Esquire 

The Law Offices of Dawn K. Gull 

Town Centre Suite 212 

10475 Perry Highway 

Wexford, PA  15090 
(412) 440-5718 
 

Co-Counsel: 

Christine Mathews Long, Esquire 

429 Fourth Ave 

Suite 1502 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

412-347-4309 

 

 

Bowers v. Bowers 

 

The above case was a child custody and relocation matter in which I represented Mother with 

respect to custody of her and Father’s two minor children.  In this instance, following the parties’ 

separation, Father married and had two additional children to his new wife.  Wife was originally 

from Oklahoma and her entire family still resided in the Oklahoma City area.  Father desired to 

modify the shared custody order and relocate to Oklahoma with the children he shared with my 

client.  Mother opposed this move and because the parties could not agree on a new schedule, 

Judge Regan held a trial on August 21, 2019 Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas.   

 

At trial, the parties, the children and various third parties offered testimony.  Much of Father’s 

testimony was highly emotional.  Conversely, Mother’s testimony specifically addressed the 16 

custody factors and 10 relocation the court is required to address when deciding such cases. 

Following trial, Judge Regan denied Father’s request for relocation and granted primary physical 
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custody to Mother with Father exercising partial physical custody during school breaks and 

holidays.  I solely handled this matter beginning with meeting with the client through the close of 

litigation. This matter is of particular significance because it illustrates the importance of 

communicating with a client about the presentation of a case and tailoring testimony to present 

the information the court requires cogently and succinctly.  

 

Opposing Counsel: 

Coleen A. Jeffrey, Esquire  

Scott B. Lang & Associates, P.C. 

535 Clairton Boulevard 

Pleasant Hills, PA  15236 

412- 655-8500 

 

 

Zimmerman v. Zimmerman 

 

This mater was an equitable distribution and spousal/child support matter I litigated on January 

18, 2018 before Master Chester Beattie in the Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas. I 

represented Wife, who was the dependent spouse.  Throughout the duration of the litigation, the 

opposing party was difficult and evasive, especially during the discovery process.  His behavior 

placed my client (and likely his counsel at the time) at a disadvantage as we attempted to resolve 

the matter amicably and eventually prepare for trial.  Of particular concern was Husband’s 

income.  Despite two discovery requests, the statutory ongoing obligation to supplement, and an 

eventual final request specifically targeted to uncover a second employer, Husband declined to 

provide any information.  Eventually, I served a subpoena upon the second employer as the trial 

date approached to obtain the relevant records.   

 

Under ordinary circumstances, I would have resorted to the subpoena process much earlier. 

However, the reason Wife was aware of the second employer was because of information she 

received from one of the parties’ children. Once I served the subpoena, Husband was sure to 

know the source of the information.  My client and I made every attempt to avoid this because 

she did not want there to be any risk of reprisal. Ultimately, the client decided to move forward 

because the lack of financial information from Husband’s second employer would impact her 

long-term ability to care for the children. This case represents the importance of diligence in 

litigation.  Further, it illustrates collaborating with the client and making difficult decisions that 

best serves him/her regardless of the financial consequences. 

 

Opposing Counsel:    

James Flinchum, Esquire 

Myers Law Group, LLC 

17025 Perry Highway 

Warrendale, PA  15086 

724-778-8800 

 

Co-Counsel: 

Gail Calderwood, Esquire 

Raphael, Ramsden, & Behers 

437 Grant Street, Suite 1200 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

412-471-8822 
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In the interest of Andrew Hogan, a minor 

 

In this instance, the parties and their young son had traveled to Pittsburgh from Oklahoma to 

attend a family member’s baptism.  At the conclusion of their visit, the family was driving to 

Pittsburgh International Airport to return home.  While on their way, they received a text 

notification that the flight was delayed.  Rather than continue to the airport, they stopped at a 

park to kill a bit of time.  When they arrived and parked, the child was asleep in his car seat.  

Because the child had missed both his morning and afternoon naps due to the family festivities, 

the parents elected to let him sleep in the back seat while they got up an stretched their legs and 

used the restroom nearby. 

 

While they were doing so, a bystander noticed the child asleep in the car and attempted to pry the 

window down to remove the child from the car in fear that the child was left alone in a hot car. 

When Father confronted the bystander, an argument ensued, and the police were called.  Because 

of the allegation that the parents had left the child in the car unattended, Allegheny County CYF 

became involved and removed the child from the parents’ custody and placed him in kinship care 

following an emergency shelter hearing. The parents were also charged criminally. 

 

I became involved in the matter at this juncture and represented the parents at the adjudicatory 

hearing on October 28, 2018 before Judge David Spurgeon in the Allegheny County Court of 

Common Pleas. We presented evidence as to the parents’ proximity to the car during their brief 

stop and the temperature at the time.  Of import was the fact the child was adopted and of pacific 

island ethnic background and did not resemble his Caucasian parents.  Unfortunately, at the 

conclusion of the proceedings, it became clear the only way to return the child to Oklahoma with 

his parents immediately was to consent to a dependency finding and transfer the matter through 

an interstate compact to Oklahoma OCYF.  Despite the parent’s reluctance to do so, they agreed 

because Mother had to return to work as an emergency room physician.  Upon return to 

Oklahoma, the matter was closed shortly thereafter.  The parents were later found not guilty on 

all charges at a bench trial where they were represented by separate counsel.  

 

I found this case to be particularly interesting and for two reasons.  First, the matter is 

representative of instances in which the parties and attorneys have to work together and 

compromise to reach a result that is most beneficial for the those involved. Second, the racial and 

ethnic aspect of the case is of note.  I firmly believe that had the parents and child been of the 

same ethnicity, the incident would have never occurred.  Although I will never know with 

certainty, the picture painted by the incident report and testimony indicated the bystander looked 

for the child’s parents, did not see them and then attempted to pry the window down to rescue the 

child. However, the bystander was likely looking for parents that looked like the child and upon 

not seeing any, acted.   

 

Other Attorneys: 

Kidsvoice 

437 Grant Street, Ste. 700 

Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 
(412) 391-3100 
 

Allegheny County OCYF 

400 N. Lexington St, Ste. 106 

Pittsburgh, Pa 15208 

412-4732300 
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Daverio v. Hoover 

 

This case began as a Protection from Abuse matter in which I represented Mother and later 

transitioned to equitable distribution and child custody.  The PFA was resolved via a Consent No 

Contact Order in which Mother agreed to interim supervised custody of the parties’ son based on 

allegations by Father that she was a danger to herself. My client denied the allegation and offered 

that the only reason the allegation was made was because Husband learned Wife had engaged in 

a relationship with a transgender individual transitioning male to female during separation. 

However, she was terrified to participate in a PFA hearing. 

 

As time passed, Father refused to permit unsupervised custody despite Mother’s having 

completed the conditions laid out in the agreement. This refusal forced Mother to seek a custody 

hearing to have the supervision lifted and her custodial time expanded. On December 11, 2017 

Hearing Office Laura Valles held a partial custody hearing in the Allegheny County Court of 

Common Pleas at which the litigants and third-party witnesses testified.  Father openly admitted 

his prejudices toward my clients’ paramour referring to her as “that thing” and calling my client a 

“lesbo.”  The Hearing Officer recognized there were no safety concerns with respect to Mother’s 

ability to care for the child, lifted the supervision requirement and expanded Mother’s custodial 

time. 

 

I found this case to be noteworthy because of the Court’s treatment of members of the LGBTQ 

community.  I personally learned a great deal about the attitudes toward transgender individuals, 

even within the community.  It was obviously very sad to hear Father’s testimony and his opinion 

that Mother’s personal choice of partner rendered her an incapable parent. However, it was 

refreshing to witness how the court addressed Father’s position and treated my client and her 

partner’s sexual and gender identification fairly and without bias. 

 

Opposing Counsel: 

Gregory F. Suher, Esquire 

Deriso, Deriso, Suher and Jeffries  

429 4th Avenue, Suite 1801 

Pittsburgh, PA  15219 
(412) 765-1100 
 

 

 

 

14.  If a substantial period of your practice has been before administrative boards, 

commissions or agencies during the past five years, identify the boards, commissions 

or agencies before which you have practiced and estimate percentages of practice time 

devoted thereto: 

Not Applicable 

 

 

15. If a substantial portion of your practice has been before Appellate courts during the 

past five years, identify the Appellate Courts before which you have practiced and 

estimate percentages of practice time devoted thereto: 

 

Only one matter has reached the Superior Court in the past five years.  Therefore, a 

nominal amount of practice time has been before the Appellate Courts during that 

time period. 
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16. a) Have you ever held judicial office?  If so, give dates and details, including the courts 

involved, whether elected or appointed, periods of services, and a description of the 

jurisdiction of each of such courts with any limitations upon the jurisdiction of each 

court: 

 

I have not previously held judicial office. 

 

 

 

b) Have you ever held public office other than judicial office? If so, give details, 

including the office involved, whether elected or appointed, and the length of your 

service, giving details: 
 

         I have not held any other public office. 

 

 

 

17. Have you ever been an unsuccessful candidate for elective, judicial, or other public 

office?  If so, give details, including dates: 
 

I have not previously run for any elective, judicial or other public office. 

 

 

 

18. Have you ever been engaged in any occupation, business or profession other than the 

practice of law or the holding of judicial or other public office? If so, give details, 

including dates: 

 I have not previously been engaged in any occupation, business, or profession other 

than the practice of law.
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19. Are you now an officer or director or otherwise engaged in the management of any 

business enterprise? 

a) If so, give details, including the name of your enterprise, the nature of the 

business, the title or other description of your position, the nature of your duties 

and the term of your service. 

 

No. 

 

 

 

b) Is it your intention to resign such positions and withdraw from any participation 

in the management of any such enterprises if you are elected and confirmed? If 

not, give reasons: 

 

Not Applicable 

 

 

 

20. Have you ever been convicted of violating any federal law or regulation, state law or 

regulation, or county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, give details. Do 

not include summary traffic offenses: 

 

No.  

 

 

 

21. Are you under any ongoing federal, state or local investigation or indictment for possible 

violation of a criminal statute? If so, give particulars: 
 

No.  

 

 

 

22. Has a tax lien or other collection procedure been instituted against you by federal, state 

or local authorities? If so, give particulars: 

No. 
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23. Have you ever been sued by a client? If so, give particulars: 
 

No. 

 

 

24. Have you ever been a party or otherwise involved in any other legal proceedings?  If 

so, give the particulars.  Do not list proceedings in which you were merely a guardian 

ad litem or stakeholder.  Include all legal proceedings in which you were a party in 

interest, a material witness, were named as co-conspirator or a co-respondent and any 

grand jury investigation in which you figured as a subject or in which you appeared as a 

witness: 

 

In 2014, I was a litigant in a real estate assessment appeal following the purchase of my 

current residence. 

 

 

 

25. Have you ever been disciplined or cited for a breach of ethics or unprofessional conduct 

by, or been the subject of a complaint to, any court, administrative agency, bar 

association, disciplinary committee, or other professional group?   If so, give the 

particulars: 

 

No. 

 

 

 

26. Currently or within the past five (5) years have you suffered from any medical or other 

condition which could affect or impair your judgment, reliability, or ability to perform the 

essential functions of the judicial position you are seeking?  If so, describe.   

 

No. 

 

 

27. Do any circumstances exist that would affect your ability to perform the function of the 

position you seek or fulfill the term of office?  If so, please explain. 

No.
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28. Furnish one (1) example of a legal article, law review article, brief, or other legal writing 

which reflects your personal work.  If a brief is submitted, indicate the degree to which 

it represents your personal work: 

 

Please see the attached.  The brief I have attached is representative of the work product 

produced and provided to the Court in daily practice.   

 

 

 
 

29. List all bar associations and professional societies of which you are a member and give 

the titles and dates of any offices which you have held in such groups.  List 

chairmanships of any committees in bar associations and professional societies and 

memberships on any committees which you believe to be of particular significance (e.g., 

judicial selection committee, disciplinary committee, grievance committee). 

 

 

• Allegheny County Bar Association 

o Young Lawyer’s Division 

o Family Law Division 

▪ Program Committee (CLE Programs) co-chair 2018, 2019 

• Washington County Bar Association 

o Young Lawyer’s division 

• Pennsylvania Bar Association 

 

 

30. List your experiences in teaching and lecturing, including law school, continuing legal 

education and to non-legal audiences. 

 

I have participated in panels for continuing legal education.  Most recently, participated on 

the Family law section panel at the Allegheny County Bench Bar Conference in 2018. With 

respect to teaching to a non-legal audience, I frequently aid local platform tennis 

professionals in teaching clinics and lessons.   

 

 

 

31. List all organizations other than bar associations, professional associations or societies 

of which you are or have been a member, including civic, charitable, religious, 

educational, social and fraternal organizations: 

Southminster Presbyterian Church – Member 

American Platform Tennis Association – Member 

Western Pennsylvania Platform Tennis Association – Member 

Mt. Lebanon Platform Tennis Association – Vice President  
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32. List any honors, prizes, awards or other forms of recognition which you have received 

(including any indication of academic distinction in college or law school) other than 

those mentioned in answers to the foregoing questions. 

 

Outstanding Clinical Legal Student Award (Duquesne University Law School) – Awarded 

to the top student in the clinical legal program.  I participated in the civil and family law 

justice clinic, providing primarily family law services to indigent individuals. 

 

Pro Bono Legal Service Award (Duquesne University Law School) – Awarded to the 

student in each graduating class that exhibited the greatest dedication to providing pro 

bono legal services to the community during his or her tenure in law school. 

 

 
 

33. State any other information which may reflect positively or adversely on you or which 

you believe should be disclosed in connection with consideration of you for an election 

to a Court of Pennsylvania. 

 

As far as I understand, I have substantial support from the family division of the bar 

association.  I only mention this because I believe it reflects the personal and professional 

relationships I have forged during my career.  I feel I have made positive impressions on 

my colleagues professionally and have treated them with respect during often hotly 

contested litigation.  If elected, I would show the attorneys the same level of respect, treat 

them professionally, and attempt to be understanding of the practical difficulties of 

litigation when addressing issues brought before me. 

34. Why do you wish to become a Justice or Judge?  What special strengths do you feel you 

possess that would particularly well qualify you for the position of Justice or Judge? 

 

 

My primary desire with respect to becoming a judge is to serve the people of Allegheny 

County in the family division.  From a practical perspective, most newly elected judges are 

assigned to this division.  This is because many sitting judges wish to leave family court and 

do so after accumulating enough seniority to move to the civil, criminal, or orphans’ 

divisions.  The resulting revolving door of judges can be particularly difficult on litigants 

considering family law cases can last a very long time, especially if child custody is involved. 

Consequently, many litigants have their cases reassigned multiple times throughout the 

litigation and must pay counsel to re-teach the case to the new judge.  Should I be elected, it 

is my intention to stay on the bench in the family division indefinitely and add stability and 

relevant experience to the division. Further, I want to help the families of Allegheny County 

navigate some of the most difficult times of their lives in a caring and compassionate 

manner.  

 

I believe I possess the experience, integrity, and temperament to serve the people of 

Allegheny County. Throughout my practice, I have placed a very specific emphasis on 

listening.  Because the practice of family law can be highly personal and emotional, truly 

listening to and understanding the questions, concerns, and feelings of clients is essential to 

effective representation. I believe this quality is fundamental for anyone sitting on the 

bench.  The primary function of a judge is to listen and gather information to make well-

informed decisions.  My emphasis on listening and hearing the arguments and concerns of 

attorneys and litigants makes me particularly well-suited to be a judge. 
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35. Did you sign the ACBA Judicial Campaign Advertising Guidelines Pledge? (Please 

return signed pledge with completed questionnaire.) 

Yes. Please see attached.




	Matthew Rogers 2016ACBAJCQforLawyersFinal
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